The Phonetic Test and the Measurement of Hearing by J C Lafon ppxi+247 57s6d Eindhoven: Centrex Publishing Company 1966 London: Macmillan This is an excellent translation of one of the standard works on speech audiology in the French language. It should be of interest to and will repay close study by all concerned with disturbances of communication. Dr Lafon of the University of Lyon begins his book with a wide survey of the present state of our knowledge of hearing sounds and speech. In this part of his book there is one of the best reviews of the present methods of testing hearing. The literature is well reviewed and British and American writing has not been ignored.
In the second part of his book Dr Lafon describes the test that is associated with his name. In this test, in contrast to all other tests, he measures the distortions that occur in the identification of amplified speech. This test allows precise measurement of the quality of the ear, the neurological auditory pathways and identification of speech.
Obviously this book will be of interest to otologists and audiologists but neurologists and pediatricians will find much of interest in it. For with this test integration and language difficulties beyond the cochlea can be evaluated. ALAN 
FULLER

Manual of Skin Diseases by Gordon C Sauer MD 2nded pp xx+284 illustrated 95s Philadelphia: JBLippincott 1966
London: Pitman Medical The author claims that what he presents in this book is not 'specialty dermatology' but 'general practice dermatology'. To this end he has assembled 249 photographs, 113 being in colour, most of them excellent, and a large number of outline drawings on which the sites of election of many rashes are indicated. After 258 pages the book ends with a 'dictionary-index' in which, beside the usual entries of an index, rare conditions not necessarily mentioned in the text are briefly described; when the practitioner receives a letter from a specialist saying that his case has e.g. Sutton's disease, a glance at the dictionaryindex will tell him what this is, and if the patient proves difficult and complains of Zits or Zorts the same source will supply a translation. So far so good; a great deal of care, knowledge and skill have gone to the preparation and making of the book in these respects. It is when one comes to analyse the text that the great differences between general practice dermatology in UK and USA become apparent; until these differences are reconciled it is not likely that those to whom this book is directed willin this countryfind it very helpful, particularly in regard to ietiology and Bone marrow transfusion may be used in attempts to remedy himatopoietic insufficiency, either primary or induced by exposure to ionizing radiations or to radiomimetic chemicals. The author has contributed much original research and equipment to the field, which he now reviews in a timely and authoritative monograph. The basic mechanisms involved in the production and detection of adequate grafts in animals are first described, in relation to the effects of ionizing radiation and chemotherapy on normal and malignant tissue. The clinical applications are then considered in detail. A review of 417 infusions from donors unrelated to the recipients gave evidence for only three really prolonged autografts. The author therefore suggests that the only clear indication for this allogeneic transfusion is in the management of whole body radiation accidents. The discussion, however, ranges widely and includes the case for autologous marrow transfusion in malignant disease. The book concludes with a description of the techniques involved at all stages of the procedure, including the storage of viable marrow cells.
Throughout there is a very full bibliography; almost a quarter of the pages are devoted to the references. This is a book which the specialist will find invaluable. 
